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What did you take? 
What do you leave?



Methodology
The National Landscape Forum 
2023 was held over two days at
Mount Congreve in Waterford. 

26 talks were held covering a wide-
ranging topics relating to 
landscape in general and the 
implementation of the European 
Landscape Convention in Ireland in 
particular. 

Over 70 participants attended.
They were invited at each break to
add to poster-boards at the back of
the room with post-its reflecting: 
1. What they took?
2. What they would like to leave? 

The ‘takes’ and ‘leaves’ were 
clustered into trends emerging from 
the event. These were presented 
orally at the end of the event, and 
are now summarised in this written 
report. 



What did you take?

Clusters of ‘what did you take?’ were 
identified from all responses shown in 
this picture, and summarised on the 
next page.



What did you take?

Key takes-aways: 
• All landscape is political: Political and administrative action is required now. If not 

we will go backwards. We might well prove to be ‘terrible’ at this! 
• Increase capacity to deliver: There is a need for increased capacity and 

resources to be allocated in order to be able to deliver on commitments. This 
includes capacity building and education – also of politcians. And leadership. And a
commitment to participatory democracy. 

• We own the strategy: Collaboration, alliances and collective ownership are key – as 
is people-ownership of the strategy. The common good should be at the heart of it. Be 
procactive to make change, find and build allainces. 

• Intangible and emotional aspects are fundamental – passion, gazes, new angles, 
new narratives, new words like weaving…

Additional take-aways:
• Maps can be powerful
• Landowners own the change
• Memories, heritage and history play an important part – they are written in the 

landscape
• Sense of place is essential
• Cities, cars and population size matter
• Waterford, and Ireland are, and always have been, part of European trends. 
• Diversity of perspectives is so important.
• Seascapes must be included. Water is the indicator of climate change. What would 

the river say?



What did you leave?
The questions of ‘what do you 
leave?’ was divided into collective 
and individual responses.

Individual commitments:
• To connect more interdisciplinary
• Lean more about systems change
• Plant trees
• Connect plants, people and place 

Collective recommendations/commitments: 
• Find out what a landscape architect should 

know about soil, land and food production
• Leave politics out of it.
• Engage with the farmers
• Apply pressure to LA to prioritise biodiversity

and landscape
• Fund a bursary to the Catalonian Observatory
• Define landscape definition boundaries. 
• Promote critical thinking in LAs



What did you leave?
Additional clustering came from some questions and needs 
expressed in discussion after the conference talks, and 
recommendations for further reading and online links.  

National Biodiversity Centre website (do we need the same 
for landscape?)
https://biodiversityireland.ie/

Bioregional Weaving Lab manifesto:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1C22mo5ta4

The Slow Lane:
https://slowlane.us/author/sascha/



What did you leave?
A final invitation to leave gratitude:



Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
generating these key ‘takes and leaves’ 

while attending the
National Landscape Forum 2023. 

Sarah Prosser
Bioregional Weaving Lab

sarah@bwl.ie


