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Introduction
Cork City is located on the estuary of the river Lee at the inner point of a deep natural
harbour. The city centre is in a bowl surrounded by ridges which rise steeply to the
north. To the south of the city, ridges rise to form a southern boundary at the edge of the
city. These natural features, reinforced by a number of smaller river valleys, form the
setting for a city which has developed over the last millennium.
Figure 1: Setting of Cork City

This paper sets out some of the policies and actions which Cork City Council has
introduced and is implementing to protect and improve the landscape of the city.
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Development Plans
A statutory Development Plan is prepared for the city every 6 years and the current plan
is the Cork City Development Plan 2004. The Plan contains a series of policies which
address the protection of the landscape of the city. These include zoning policies under
the following headings:
•
•
•
•

Ridge Protection Zones
Landscape Protection Zones
Public Open Space
Sports Grounds

The Plan contains other polices which seek to protect and improve:
•
•
•
•

River Corridors
Landmark Buildings
Amenity Walks
Natural Heritage Areas

The Zoning and objectives maps in the City Development Plan indicate a wide variety of
locations in the city which benefit from these designations. It is accepted that more
integration and consistency is needed between the various designations to improve
protection and enhancement of the landscape of the city.
The presentation included a series of illustrations of selected locations.
Figure 2: City Development Plan: Landscape Zonings
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Montenotte Ridge Protection Zone
The Montenotte ridge contains mainly 19th century houses set in large, well treed
gardens. The landscape protection zoning requires that any new development should
contribute positively to the landscape.
Developers must prepare a landscape
assessment in advance of any development proposal. It can be difficult to get a good
result through this process as it is very much led by the developer who naturally wants to
maximise development potential. Preparation of site-specific briefs setting out more
detailed objectives for individual sites is seen as a way of giving clearer guidance to
property owners and developers and these are being prepared for selected sites.
Figure 3: Montenotte Ridge Protection Zone
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North Mall Distillery Landscape Protection Zone
This site is located on the edge of the city centre and was formerly the site of a distillery.
It is heavily treed and many of the trees are the subject of Tree Preservation Orders
(TPOs). It is on the banks of the river Lee
and the western parts of it are overgrown
with natural vegetation and provide
important habitat for flora and fauna.
There are also some important historic
buildings and structures which are protected.
In all it is a site of considerable landscape
value – an oasis at the edge of the city
centre. The site has been jointly purchased
recently by the University and a nearby
hospital and they are about to prepare a
Masterplan for its future development. The
City Council has prepared a set of
Development Guidelines to inform the
Masterplan, with a view to giving the
property owners a clear indication of the
potential and constraints of the site.

Figure 4: North Mall Distillery LPZ

Views and Prospects
In Ireland the Planning legislation provides for the protection of views and prospects.
There are many important views of landmark buildings in Cork City which are worthy of
protection. The City Plan contains a general statement about the need to protect these
views but does not specify them. Cork is seeing a lot of development at present, which
is very welcome, however it is recognised that the city is danger of loosing important
views if they are not specifically protected. Therefore we are now undertaking a survey
to identify the most important views so that they can be given statutory protection.
Figure 5: St Finbarr’s Cathedral
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River Corridors and Network of Amenity Walks
There is a widespread network of amenity walks in Cork city many of which are along
river banks. The objective is to complete gaps in these walks to create a network of
walks which also links to parks and
other public amenity areas. A new
objective in the current City Plan
requires development to be located at
least 10 metres from river banks, where
practical. This allows for the provision
of amenity walks and also facilitates the
protection of the natural habitats of the
river and riverbank. In the area around
the University a series of walks and
pedestrian bridges over the two
channels of the river Lee are improving
access to the attractive landscape of
the area.

The Use of Landscape Up-Grading to aid Urban Regeneration
Suburban areas
There are a number of areas in the city
Figure 7: Colmcille Park
where there is a concentration of social
housing and social deprivation. Among
other measures to combat social
deprivation
the
City
Council
is
implementing measures to upgrade the
environment of these areas. Many of the
amenity areas are of poor quality and not
well landscaped. The City Council has a
programme of providing two new parks per
year and a number of these have already
been completed. Vandalism and antisocial behaviour is less of a problem in these new parks than it was in the former
amenity areas, and they add greatly to the attractiveness of the area.
City Centre

Figure 8:
Oliver Plunkett Street
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A programme of upgrading the public realm in the city centre
has been underway over the last few years. The Capital of
Culture designation provided the stimulus for this and it is
proving a catalyst for development. It is creating a climate of
confidence for investors in the city centre as well as improving
the attractiveness of the city for residents and visitors. The
scheme for St Patrick’s Street, the main shopping street of the
city, has just been completed. The design is the result of an
international competition won by Catalan architect Beth Gali.
Pedestrian space has been increased, traffic is reduced to
two lanes and there is space for a range of activities such as
street performances as well as normal shopping activity.
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Over time it is hoped to restrict through traffic to public transport vehicles. This
programme is being expanded to other city centre streets over the next few years,
helping to stimulate development in areas such as Grand Parade and Cornmarket
Street. These locations were viewed by participants on the city centre walking tour on
the Friday evening of the Workshop.
Figure 10: Patrick Street

Conclusion
Cork City Council is endeavouring to protect and improve the landscape of the Cork City
though a series of policies and actions, a few of which are described in this paper. Our
intention for the future is to prepare a full landscape assessment and strategy for the city
and its environs which brings together the various policies in a more integrated and
consistent way.
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